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Why	  Comedy?



Dante’s	  Divine	  Comedy	  perhaps?



Or



David Marc (1984)

The TV crime drama is….. 
!
    …..a sitcom in which The Law is married 

to Chaos.  In each episode Chaos steps 
out of line, but The Law whips her back 
into shape before the final commercial…. 

 



But	  Not	  Always	  True…



An	  episode…

!
!
…	  or	  storyline	  of	  a	  crime	  
drama	  series	  may	  offer	  
closure	  in	  terms	  of	  solving	  	  
the	  crime	  ….	  

!
…



But…

!
!
...	  	  may	  not	  offer	  a	  solution	  
to	  the	  social	  or	  cultural	  
problems	  which	  the	  crime	  
may	  represent…..



Is	  it	  all	  about	  ….

!
!
!
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  KNOWLEDGE



Cultural	  Tourism?



But..



Nostalgia	  	  …...



And	  Frocks



The	  Beginning



The	  Book



Rhizomatic roots

!
!
!
Not one point of origin 
but many…..



The	  Promiscuous	  Hybridity	  of

!
!
!
	  The	  crime	  genre….



The Mythic…..

!
!
Stories	  of	  crime	  and	  
punishment……



Recurring	  themes…

!
!
!
	  	  	  	  	  	  Family	  discord…?



True	  Crime

!
• The	  Newgate	  Calendar	  

• A	  monthly	  bulletin	  of	  
executions	  	  

• 1774	  published	  as	  a	  
bound	  volume	  



!
!
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 Crime and ‘Popular Culture’

• Broadsides and 
Penny Dreadfuls 

• Music hall 
• Nickolodeon 
• Film  
• Pulps 
• Crime Fiction 
• Radio



The Red Barn Murder 1827



Theatrical versions…



Memorabilia



Collectibles



Five Films at least



And	  a	  song…
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Sherlock Holmes… 1900



Radio….

!
!

Police procedurals from 
G-Men to  Dragnet



Private Eyes…



‘He Walked by Night’ 1948

!
!
!
Jack Webb plays a 
forensic investigator



Dragnet… 1949 onwards

!
!

• Police procedural 
!

• Produced, written, 
directed and starring 
Jack Webb



The Evolution…



Common elements:

!
• A crime (murder)	  
• An investigation	  
• But	  how	  these	  events	  
unfold	  may	  differ	  a	  great	  
deal



As will the investigators
• The police procedural 	  
• The ‘maverick’ cop	  
• The crime fighting duo	  
• The PI	  
• The amateur sleuth	  
• Crime solving animals	  
• Specialists	  
• Asperger afflicted 

individuals 



And…



What	  about….











The	  real	  hero?





Real	  Crime?



Ray Surette

• ‘Whatever the media show is the opposite of 
what is true.  
!

•  In every subject category – crimes, criminals, 
crime fighters, the investigation of crimes, 
arrests, the processing and disposition of cases 
– the entertainment media present a world of 
crime and justice that is not found in reality’	  

 



True	  but…

!
!
The	  TV	  crime	  series	  as	  a	  
form	  of	  entertainment	  
offers	  us	  so	  much	  more	  
than	  reality….




